COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE
A comparative is used to compare two things. 

A superlative is used when you compare three or more things. 

For example, looking at apples you can compare their size, determining which is big, which is bigger, and which is biggest. 

The comparative ending (suffix) for short, common adjectives/adverb is generally "-er"; the superlative suffix is generally "-est." 

For most longer adjectives/adverb, the comparative is made by adding the word "more" (for example, more comfortable) and the superlative is made by adding the word "most" (for example, most comfortable).
Exceptions.

Irregular adjectives.

	Irregular Adjective
	Comparative Form
	Superlative Form

	good
	better
	best

	bad
	worse
	worst

	far
	farther
	farthest

	little
	less
	least

	many
	more
	most


Irregular Adverbs.

	Adjective
	Adverb
	Comparative Adverb
	Superlative Adverb

	good
	well
	better
	best

	bad
	badly
	worse
	worst

	far
	far
	farther/further
	farthest/furthest


EXERCISE

I. Write the comparative and superlative form of each adjective. 

1.  beautiful 
2.  wet 

3.  ugly
4.  dry 

5.  clean 
6.  sane 

7.  dirty 
8.  crazy 

9.  funny 
10.  sloppy 

11.  sad 
12.  dangerous 

13.  filthy 
14.  safe 

15.  neat 
16.  careful 

17.  cowardly 
18.  bright 

19.  brave 
20.  dull 

21.  colorful 
22.  sharp 

23.  intelligent 
24.  curious 

25.  smart 
26.  thin 

27.  close 
28.  thick 

29.  far 
30.  stiff 

31.  happy 
32.  fat 

33.  peaceful 
34.  small 

35.  friendly 
36.  great 

37.  calm 
38.  slow 

39.  angry 
40.  fierce 

41.  noisy 
42.  delightful 

43.  young 
44.  hot 

45.  old 
46.  cheerful 

47.  pretty 
48.  loud 

49.  courageous 
50.  weak 

II. Write the comparative and superlative form of each adjective.

Example: fast faster fastest

1. quickly 

2. sadly

3. intelligently

4. fearfully

5. rapidly

6. patiently

7. kindly

8. wisely

9. soon

10. recently

11. bravely

12. frequently

13. gladly

14. nervously

15. lately
III. Comparative and superlative adjectives are comparing two or more things. Each of the sentences below contains either a comparative or superlative adjective. Circle the comparative or superlative adjective. On the line next to the sentence, write the persons or things being compared. 

1. It was the most beautiful music she had ever heard. 

2. He was the ugliest dog in the room. 

3. His hands were cleaner than his friend’s hands. 

4. My dad was hungrier than my mom last night. 

5. The second comedian was funnier than the first. 

6. The mystery novel was more suspenseful than the western. 

7. The person who can make the silliest face will win a prize. 

8. This year’s festival is a lot noisier than last year’s festival. 

9. His car is much faster than mine. 

10. He was the bravest knight on the battlefield. 

11. Their flag was more colorful than any other. 

12. The downtown bakery baked the largest pie of all. 

13. Jeffrey is more intelligent than his brother. 

14. The store is closer to our house than the gas station. 

15. The impressionist painting is prettier than the modern art. 

16. The hip hop music is more spirited than the folk music. 

17. The ducks on the lake are more peaceful than those on land. 

18. She’s the friendliest teacher in the whole school. 

19. The water in the lake is calmer than the water in the river. 

20. His history book is heavier than my math book. 

21. My sister is younger than I am. 

22. Your mom is more organized than my mom. 

23. His grandpa is the oldest of all the men in the room. 

24. Alan is more responsible than Jonathan. 

25. The sun is brighter today than it was yesterday. 

26. Sylvia is the thinnest person in her family. 

27. She was more curious about the experiment than I was. 

28. Tuesday was hotter than Monday. 

29. The steak knife was the sharpest of all the knives. 

30. Jim was angrier than Steven when they heard the news. 
IV. Rewrite each sentence, adding the appropriate ending to the adjective to make it either comparative (comparing two or more things with –er ending) or superlative (ranking as the highest or lowest of three or more items with –est ending). 

1. He was (tall) than his brother. 

2. Our car is the (fast) of all. 

3. Her lunch is _(good) than mine. 

4. Jennifer is (sleepy) than Mike. 

5. Our dog is the (fierce) on our street. 

6. The sun is (bright) than the moon. 

7. Bob has the (big) feet in the classroom. 

8. Elizabeth is (silly) than Elona. 

9. The kitchen is (dirty) than the bathroom. 

10. The science book is the (heavy) of the texts. 

11. The kitten is (cute) than the puppy. 

12. Old teachers are (crabby) than new teachers. 

13. Oranges are (sweet) than grapefruits. 

14. Jill is the (quiet) student in the room. 

15. Using a printer is (fast) than writing by hand. 

16. Black is the (dark) of all the colors. 

17. Heidi’s hair is (soft) than Malcolm’s hair. 

18. Chili peppers are (spicy) than bell peppers. 

19. Metals are (shiny) than non-metals. 

20. My glass is (full) than my brother’s glass. 

21. The tuba is the (low) brass instrument. 

22. Ballet is (difficult) than tap dancing. 

23. The trumpet is the (loud) brass instrument. 

24. Veronica is the (thin) dancer in the show. 

25. Tiffany is (cheerful) than Jessica. 

26. Gwen’s handwriting is the (small) of all. 

27. Terrell’s hair is (curly) than Camille’s hair. 

28. This movie is the (long) one I have ever seen! 

29. This painting is (colorful) than that one. 

30. Sharks have (sharp) teeth than rabbits. 
V. Complete each sentence with the correct form of the adverb that is in parentheses.

1. Children usually go to bed ____________________________ than their parents. (early)

2. Allison acts ____________________________ of all the students. (kindly)

3. Mrs. Sylvester works ____________________________ than her husband does each day. (long)

4. She is talking ____________________________ than yesterday. (cheerfully)

5. My mother makes decisions ____________________________ than his mother. (fairly)

6. The North Star shines ____________________________ of all the stars. (brightly)

7. She asked for seconds ____________________________ of all the children. (politely)

8. My sister walks ____________________________ than my brother does. (rapidly)

9. He performed ____________________________ of all the comedians. (well)

10. He played tennis ____________________________ than Sally. (badly)

