

Process Identification

Identifiers
	Numeric identifiers that may be stored with the process control block include
	•Identifier of this process 
	•Identifier of the process that created this process (parent process) 
	•User identifier

Processor State Information

User-Visible Registers
	A user-visible register is one that may be referenced by means of the machine language that the processor executes while in user mode. Typically, there are from 8 to 32 of these registers, although some RISC implementations have over 100.

Control and Status Registers
	These are a variety of processor registers that are employed to control the operation of the processor. These include
	•Program counter: Contains the address of the next instruction to be fetched
	•Condition codes: Result of the most recent arithmetic or logical operation (e.g., sign, zero, carry, equal, overflow)
	•Status information: Includes interrupt enabled/disabled flags, execution mode
	
Stack Pointers
	Each process has one or more last-in-first-out (LIFO) system stacks associated with it. A stack is used to store parameters and calling addresses for procedure and system calls. The stack pointer points to the top of the stack.
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