

Process status	Current state of process.

Pointers	To U area and process memory area (text, data, stack).

Process size	Enables the operating system to know how much space to allocate the process.

User identifiers	The real user ID identifies the user who is responsible for the running process. The effective user ID may be used by a process to gain temporary privileges associated with a particular program; while that program is being executed as part of the process, the process operates with the effective user ID.

Process identifiers	ID of this process; ID of parent process. These are set up when the process enters the Created state during the fork system call.

Event descriptor	Valid when a process is in a sleeping state; when the event occurs, the process is transferred to a ready-to-run state.

Priority	Used for process scheduling.

Signal	Enumerates signals sent to a process but not yet handled.

Timers	Include process execution time, kernel resource utilization, and user-set timer used to send alarm signal to a process.

P_link	Pointer to the next link in the ready queue (valid if process is ready to execute).

Memory status	Indicates whether process image is in main memory or swapped out. If it is in memory, this field also indicates whether it may be swapped out or is temporarily locked into main memory.
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