What's That Smell in the Kitchen?

By Marge Piercy

All over America women are burning dinners. 
It's lamb chops in Peoria; it's haddock 
in Providence; it's steak in Chicago; 
tofu delight in Big Sur; red 
rice and beans in Dallas. 
All over America women are burning 
food they're supposed to bring with calico 
smile on platters glittering like wax. 
Anger sputters in her brainpan, confined 
but spewing out missiles of hot fat. 
Carbonized despair presses like a clinker 
from a barbecue against the back of her eyes. 
If she wants to grill anything, it's 
her husband over a slow fire. 
If she wants to serve him anything 
it's a dead rat with a bomb in its belly 
ticking like the heart of an insomniac. 
Her life is cooked and digested 
nothing but leftovers in Tupperware. 
Look, she says, once I was roast duck 
on your platter with parsley but now I am Spam. 
Burning dinner is not incompetence but war.

Answer each of the following questions based on the poetry above 
1. The title of this poem is

2. It was written by
3. Write a paragraph in which you briefly summarize the poem.
4. This poem is written in the _________ (1st or 3rd ) person point of view. (Explain the answer)

5. Who is the speaker? (Explain the answer)

6. What is the basic situation? (Explain the answer)

7. What is the poem’s setting? (Explain the answer)

8. Are there conflicts in the poem? If so, what are they? (Explain the answer)

9. What kind(s) of imagery do you see most often in the poem? Give some examples.

10. Does the poem have meter? If so, what is it?

11. What figures of speech are included ( metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, metonymy, apostrophe, etc. )? Include examples and explain the effect each one has on your understanding and appreciation of the poem.

12. What is the mood of this poem? Explain your answer.

13.  Identify words which have a connotative meaning which help to clarify the author’s tone. Explain each example.

14. What is the author’s tone (his or her attitude toward the subject?

15. Explain the significance of the poem’s title.

16. Based on your analysis, what do you think is the author’s purpose in writing this poem? That is, what universal truth does he/she want to share with his/her readers (theme)?

