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Family Values 

What trends do you notice in these graphs? What do they say about the 
American family? Graphs can illustrate changes in the society but do not 
explain them. In order to understand the American family we need to go 
beyond statistics and explore values concerning children, young adults, 
the elderly, and family structure. 

Child Raising 

[A] 

10 

[B] 

10 

Acculturation, which begins at birth, is the process of teaching new 
generations of children the customs and values of the parents' culture. 
How people treat newborns, for example, can be indicative of cultural 
values. In the United States it is not uncommon for parents to put a 
newborn in a separate room that belongs only to the child. This helps to 
preserve parents' privacy and allows the child to get used to having his or 
her own room, which is seen as a first step toward personal indepen-
dence. Americans traditionally have held independence and a closely-
related value, individualism, in high esteem. Parents try to instill these 
prevailing values in their children. American English expresses these 
value preferences: children should "cut the (umbilical) cord" and are 
encouraged not to be "tied to their mothers' apron strings." In the 
process of their socialization children learn to "look out for number one" 
and to "stand on their own two feet." 

Many children are taught at a very early age to make decisions and be 
responsible for their actions. Often children work for money outside the 
home as a first step to establishing autonomy. Nine- or ten-year-old chil-
dren may deliver newspapers in their neighborhoods and save or spend 
their earnings. Teenagers (13 to 18 years) may babysit at neighbors' 
homes in order to earn a few dollars a week. Receiving a weekly allow-
ance at an early age teaches children to budget their money, preparing 
them for future financial independence. Many parents believe that 
managing money helps children learn responsibility as well as appreciate 
the value of money. 
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Young Adulthood 

[C] Upon reaching an appropriate age (usually between 18 and 21 years), 
children are encouraged, but not forced, to "leave the nest" and begin an 
independent life. After children leave home they often find social rela 
tionships and financial support outside the family. Parents do not arrange 

5 marriages for their children, nor do children usually ask permission of 
their parents to get married. Romantic love is most often the basis for 
marriage in the United States; young adults meet their future spouses 
through other friends, at school, at jobs, and in organizations and religious 
institutions. Although children choose their own spouses, they 10 still 
hope their parents will approve of their choices. 

[D] In many families, parents feel that children should make major life 
decisions by themselves. A parent may try to influence a child to follow a 
particular profession but the child is free to choose another career. Some 
times children do precisely the opposite of what their parents wish in 

5 order to assert their independence. A son may deliberately decide not to 
go into his father's business because of a fear that he will lose his 
autonomy in his father's workplace. This independence from parents is not 
an indication that parents and children do not love each other. Strong love 
between parents and children is universal and this is no exception in 10 the 
American family. Coexisting with such love in the American family are 
cultural values of self-reliance and independence. 

The Elderly 

[E] 

[F] 

Societal and familial treatment of the elderly also reflects this inde-
pendence and individualism. Their financial support is often provided 
by social security or welfare systems which decrease dependence on 
their family. Additionally, older people may seek their own friends 
rather than become too emotionally dependent on their children. Senior 
citizens centers provide a means for peer-group association within one's 
own age group. There are problems, however, with growing old in the 
United States. Glorification of youth and indifference to the aged have left 
many older people alienated and alone. 

Some families send their older relatives to nursing homes rather than 
integrate them into the homes of the children or grandchildren. This 
separation of the elderly from the young has contributed to the isolation 
of an increasingly large segment of society. On the other hand, there are 
many older people who choose to live in retirement communities where 
they have the companionship of other older people and the convenience 
of many recreational and social activities close to home. 



 

The Nuclear and the Extended Family 

IG] The treatment of the elderly can be further understood by distin- 
guishing between nuclear and extended family structures. In the United 
States the nuclear family, which consists of the father, the mother, and 
the children, is considered "the family." The extended family, common 5 
in other cultures, includes grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews, 
nieces, and in-laws. The distinction between the nuclear and extended 
family is important because it suggests the extent of family ties and  
obligations. In extended families the children and parents have strong ties 
and obligations to relatives. It is common in these families to support 

10    older family members, to have intensive contact with relatives, and to 
establish communal housing. 

[H] The American nuclear family usually has its own separate residence 
and is economically independent of other family members. Relatives are still 
considered "family" but are often outside the basic obligations that people 
have to their immediate families. When couples marry, they are 5 
expected to live independently of their parents and become "heads of 
households" when they have children. It is not unusual in times of 
financial need for nuclear family members to borrow money from a bank 
rather than from relatives. Grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins, 
then, are not directly involved in the same way as they would be in an 

10    extended family structure. 
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Familial Roles 

[I] In both nuclear and extended families, the culture imposes set roles 
upon parents. Traditionally the male has been responsible for financial 
support of the home and family members. The female has often been 
responsible for emotional support, childraising, and housekeeping. 5 
However, among some people in parts of the United States, these parental 
functions are no longer fixed. The prescribed role of the man as "bread-
winner" and the woman as housewife is changing. These changes include 
working mothers, "househusbands," and an increasing number of day-
care centers for children. Yet, traditional roles may be preserved even in 

10    households where the wife is working. 
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[J] Some mothers work because of a financial need and not because of a 
desire to change their role from housewife to breadwinner. Others 
choose to work because they feel that financial support of the family 
should be shared by the husband and the wife. Still others are motivated 5 
to work because of professiona  interests and a desire to contribute to l
society. More than 50 percent of American women are part of the labor 
force. 

Stability and Change in the Family 

[K] It is almost impossible to describe a "typical American family" 
because the United States is such a heterogeneous country. Although 
members of ethnic, racial, or economic groups may assimilate into the 

educational and employment system of the establishment, they often 5    
maintain their cultural heritage within the home. Many families have strong 

religious or ethnic backgrounds which continue to contribute to the 
preservation of the close-knit extended family. At one time, traditional roles 

and religion had a much stronger influence on the nuclear family. Now 
economic conditions, societal attitudes, and job mobility in 10    the United 

States compete with traditional influences. 
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[L] Changes in the American family structure are evidenced by increased 
rates of separation and divorce. In certain areas of the country these 
trends have resulted in a growing number of "single-parent" families, 
remarried parents, and communal lifestyles. This does not indicate, 5 
however, that the institution of marriage is crumbling. It is estimated that 
four out of five divorced couples eventually remarry other people. These 
shifts in family relationships may be interpreted as a breakdown or,  
alternatively, as an adaptation of the American family to changing roles, 
attitudes, and values. The changes, according to the more traditional 

10 viewpoint, represent a breakdown in the family structure, a disintegra-
tion of values, and a decline of morality. Others, who believe it is 
necessary to adapt to a rapidly changing society, believe these shifts in 
family structure are inevitable and positive. 
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Comprehension Questions" 

Choose the best answer for the following questions. You will find the 
answer either stated directly or indirectly in the reading passage. 

1. Graphs are used in the introduction because: 
a. They indicate cultural trends influencing American family life. 
b. Statistics are the best way to understand the American family. 
c. Graphs are easier to understand than values. 

2. In your opinion, which graph reveals the most significant sociological 
trend? Why? 

a. Geographic Mobility 
b. Size of Family 
c. Working Wives 

3. The expressions, "to cut the cord" and "to leave the nest" are used to 
show that:    [A] and [C] 

a. Children don't like their parents. 
b. Parents don't feel close to their children. 
c. Independence from one's family is an important personal goal in 

the United States. 

4. Financial independence for American youth is one way of:    [B] 
a. Establishing autonomy. 
b. Rebelling against parents. 
c. Learning to deliver newspapers. 

5. The fact that many elderly people choose to live alone and away from 
their children reinforces the idea that:    [F] 

a. The society is completely unconcerned with the elderly. 
b. The elderly are wealthy enough to live alone. 
c. The elderly are often not dependent on their grown children. 

6. The authors distinguish between nuclear and extended families be 
cause:    [G] 

a. The distinction enables the reader to understand the importance of 
grandparents. 

b. The distinction shows which kind of family is better. 
c. The distinction suggests the extent of family ties and obligations. 

7. The roles of man as "breadwinner" and woman as "housewife" 
are:    [I] 

*The capital letter in brackets refers to the corresponding paragraph in the reading. 
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a. Fixed roles in the American family. 
b. Traditional roles which do not apply to the American family. 
c. Undergoing change in the American family. 

8. It is difficult to describe the "typical American family" because of:   [K] 
a. The heterogeneity of people in the United States. 
b. The religious influences on individual families. 
c. Economic conditions and job mobility. 

9. The authors say that divorce rates:    [L] 
a. Can be interpreted as either a "breakdown" or an "adaptation" to 

changing social values. 
b. Are a result of a "sick" family. 
c. Have no relevance to the understanding of the family structure. 

10. The statement, "Four out of five divorced couples eventually remarry 
other people" indicates that:    [L] 

a. Marriage is no longer popular. 
b. Marriage is still highly valued in the United States. 
c. Divorced couples represent four-fifths of the population. 

Vocabulary List 
 

Paragraph A  Paragraph B  Paragraph C  Paragraph D 
childraising  autonomy  (no new words)  career  
generations  managing   assert  
prevailing    self-reliance 
instill     
Paragraph E  Paragraph F  Paragraph G  Paragraph H 

elderly  segment  *distinguishing  *residence  
peer  *retirement  ties  *borrow  
glorification  *convenience  obligations  
indifference   communal  
alienated     
Paragraph I  Paragraph ]  Paragraph K  Paragraph L 

imposes  professional  heterogeneous  trends  
prescribed  *labor  racial  *crumbling  
preserved   assimilate  estimated  
  heritage  shifts  
   breakdown 
   adaptation 
   inevitable  

*See vocabulary exercise E. 
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Phrases and Expressions  
to cut the cord   [A] 
to be tied to mother's apron strings    [A] 
to look out for number one   [A] 
to stand on your own two feet   [A] 
to leave the nest   [C] 
senior citizen   [E] 
social security   [E] 

immediate family   [H] 
heads of households [H] 
breadwinner   [I] 
housewife    [I] 
househusband    [I] day-
care center   [I] close-
knit family   [K] 

Vocabulary Exercises * 

A.    First review the way the following words are used in paragraphs A, B, Fill-
in    and D. Then fill in each of the blanks with the word that best fits the 
sentence. Change the pa t of speech when necessary. r

autonomy   [B] career   [D] self-reliance    [D] 
assert    [D] instill    [A] prevailing    [A] 
generations   [A]      managing   [B] 

My Working Mother 

For women in my mother's _____________ ___, taking care of the 

home and child raising were viewed as the most important functions for 

women. The _ ___________________view in society when she was grow-- 

ing up was that women should not work outside the home. This attitude 

was________________in my mother at an early age. By the time 

mother was 25 she had five children. 

Last year the youngest child left home to go to college. At that time 

Mom decided that she wanted to be more _____________________, more 

independent. Now, she is the ____________of a children's de 

partment in a large store. Her new_________      ______ in management 

has enabled my mother to ___________________ her independence and 

develop financial skill. She says that earning her own money and helping 

dad pay the bills makes her feel ____________________ . 

*The capital letter in brackets refers to the corresponding paragraph in the reading. 
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B. 
Multiple 

Choice 

Choose the word that best defines the italicized word. 

1. The elderly are beginning to demand rights for themselves.    [E] 
a. parents c.  aged 
b. couples d. children 

2. Her peers were her worst critics.    [E] 
a.  students c.  teachers 

 b. equals d. parents 
3. The glorification of youth has created negative feelings toward the 
elderly.    [E] 

a. happiness c.  creation 
b. education d. adoration 

4. What should be done about the citizens' indifference to the inter 
national situation?   [E] 

a: lack of interest in c.  lack of agreement about 
b. lack of knowledge of d. lack of understanding of 

5. New students trying to meet friends on crowded campuses often feel 
alienated.    [E] 

a.  ignorant c.  alone 
b. awkward d. poor 

6. Only 5 percent of the workers, a small segment of the company, voted 
in the last election.    [F] 

a. office c.  line 
b. part d. department 

7. Close family ties help children feel secure.    [G] 
a. homes c.  relationships 
b. bows d. circles 

8. Working mothers have obligations to the family.    [G] 
a. needs c.  expectations 
b. responsibilities d. compromises 

9. Communal living works best for people who have similar beliefs.    [G] 
a. communistic c.  independent 
b. individualistic d. group 

C. Choose the correct word form for each sentence. Make verb tense changes, 
Word make nouns singular or plural, and use active or passive voice as applic-
Fonns able. 

1. (to) impose, imposition, imposing   [I] 

a. Her domineering father continually_____________________ his will 
on his daughter. 
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b. Albert Einstein, one of the world's greatest scientists, was an 

_____________________figure in physics. 

c. The    unexpected    guests    who    "dropped    by"    were    an 

____________________  on the busy man's time. 

2. prescribed, prescription, (to) prescribe    [I] 

a. Several ____________________  for medicine were given to the 
patient. 

b. Some offices have ____________________ rules for proper dress and 
behavior. 

c. The medical student was not authorized______________________ 

medicine because he hadn't received his degree. 

3. (to) preserve, preservation, preservative    [I] 

a. The    mummies    in    the    pyramids    of   Egypt    have    been 

____________________  for many years. 

b. Chemicals are used as ____________________ in food. 

c. Environmental groups are devoted to the _____________________ of 
wild animals in danger of becoming extinct. 

4. professional, professionally, profession    [J] 
a. Although she had played tennis for only five years, she was already 

a ____________________  . 

b. A social worker's _____________________ is demanding but re 
warding. 

c. The office worker was competent_____________________ , but she 
wasn't well-liked. 

D.    First choose the correct word for the definitions. Then fill in the blanks in 
Definitions    the sentences below the definitions. Note: You may have to change the 
grammatical form of the word placed in the sentence. 

heterogeneous   [K]        trends    [L] breakdown    [L] 
racial  [K] estimated    [L] adaptation    [L] 

 assimilate [K] shifts   [L] inevitable  [L] 
 heritage    [K] 
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1. that which is handed down from one's ancestors or the past (e.g., 
culture, tradition)   ___________________  

The ancient rituals for marriage were part of a rich cultural 

2. certain to happen, unavoidable   ____________________  

He didn't shady for the exam and it was_____________________ that 

he would fail. 

3. directions or movements   ____________________  

The latest_____________________ in entertainment are disco and 

ballroom dancing. 

4. pertaining to or typical of a race   _______________ ____ 

In some countries passport forms request information about one's 

____________________or ethnic background. 

5. a gradual change or adjustment in behavior to the environment 

When people travel abroad, it is sometimes difficult for them to 

____________________ to new foods and customs. 

6. to be absorbed into the cultural tradition of a group ________________  

New immigrants who ____________________ too quickly into a new 

culture may become confused about their identities. 

7. failure to function   ____________________  

The communication ____________________ between father and son 

was due to their political differences. 

8. changes of direction   ____________________  

Whenever the teacher called on the student, he ___________________  

his position in his chair. 

9. mixed; with varied composition   ____________________  

The_____________________class had students from 16 countries. 

10. approximated   ____________________  

The policeman ____________________ the speed of the automobile 
to be 85 miles per hour. 
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E. 
Matching 

Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right. Place the 
letter of the definition in the space next to the word. 

retirement _____   a. work 

convenience _____  b. withdrawal from work, usually due to 
old age 

distinguishing_____         c.  a place where one lives 

residence _____  d. comfort, advantage 
borrow _____  e. breaking into small pieces 

f. seeing or showing a difference 
g. take something temporarily and then re- 

crumbling ____  turn it 

F. 
Phrases 

and 
Expressions 

Which statement best conveys the meaning of the italicized words? 

1. "To cut the cord" is:    [A] 
a. To become independent of one's parents. 
b. To cut a piece of string. 
c. An expression used by electricians. 

2. Children who are "tied to the apron strings":    [A] 
a. Are caught in their mothers' aprons. 
b. Must always wear an apron when they eat. 
c. Are very dependent on their mothers. 

3. "To leave the nest" means to:    [C] 
a. Go to the nest of new parents. 
b. Try to be like a bird and fly. 
c. Leave home permanently. 

4. "Senior citizens" are:    [E] 
a. People over 45 years of age. 
b. Only older grandparents. 
c. Usually over the age of 60. 

5. "Social security" can be obtained by:    [E] 
a. Retired and disabled people. 
b. Working parents without children 
c. Parents with children. 

6. The term "immediate family" refers to the:    [H] 
a. Mother, father, brothers, and sisters. 
b. Family of one's spouse. 
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c.  Family members who help you when you have an immediate 
need. 

7. A "breadwinner" is a:    [I] 
a. Person who supports the family financially. 
b. Person who puts bread on the table. 
c. Mother who wins a bread-baking contest. 

8. A "housewife" is usually a:    [I] 
a. Woman who is married to a house. 
b. Female home decorator. 
c. Married woman who doesn't work outside the home. 

Conversational Activities 

A .  This story3 tells of an incident in an American family in which a daughter 
A Case Study: goes against her parent's wishes. Meida, a foreign student from India, 

Youth and observes the situation and is confused about what is happening. Read 
the Family the story aloud and then discuss the questions following the story. 

Meida: foreign student Carol: 

Meida's American friend Dr. 

Turner: Carol's father Mrs. 

Turner: Carol's mother 

Meida has been invited to the Turners' home for dinner. She is 
sitting at the table and is enjoying dinner and conversation with the rest 
of the family. During dinner the phone rings and Carol's younger brother 
answers it. The following conversation takes place: 

CAROL'S BROTHER. Carol. It's Bill. 
MRS. TURNER, (surprised) Bill? I thought you weren't seeing him any more, Carol. 

Without replying, Carol leaves the room to answer the phone. When she  
returns, she silently continues her dinner.  

DR. TURNER. Carol, was it Bill? 
CAROL. Yes. 
DR. TURNER. Are you still seeing him even though we told you we didn't 

approve? 
CAROL, angrily) Do I have to tell you everything? Listen, Dad, I know Bill doesn't (

have a college education but he is working for his brother in a construction 
company. He's trying to earn enough money to return to school. You always 
say that you respect hard-working people. Why shouldn't I see him any 
more? 
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DR. TURNER, (softly but seriously) I hope you're not serious about Bill, Carol. He 
promised to stay in college but he dropped out two times. Do you want to 
marry someone whose personality you'll have to change? 

MRS. TURNER. Carol, Bill is different from us. We're only saying this because we 
love you. Bill just isn't your kind. 

CAROL, (furious) What do you mean, "my kind"? He's a human being! Just 
because he comes from a family that has less money than we do? What kind of 
democracy do you believe in? Everyone is supposed to be equal. He and his 
family are just as good as we are. (By now, Ca ol is shou ing loudly.) r t

Meida s feeling embarrassed and stares at her plate.  i  

CAROL'S BROTHER. Come on, Mom and Dad. Bill's a nice guy. 
CAROL. Just because his parents are farmers who work with their hands and you 

are professors who work with your heads. What difference does that make? 

MRS. TURNER. Carol, we're very disappointed in you. After all, we know what is 
best for you. 

Suddenly Carol gets up, takes Meida's a m, and pulls her to the door. r

CAROL. Come on, Meida. Let's go to my room and study. 

(Carol and Meida quickly walk out. Meida tries to say to Carol's parents that 
she is sorry but Carol pulls Meida away.) 

Discuss: 
What were the problems between Carol and her parents? 
Who do you think was right? 
Explain your answer. 

After discussing the incident, consider the following questions. Discuss 
them in small groups or write a short composition. 

1. Could this situation have occured in your family? Why or why 
not? 

2. Would your family disagree or argue in front of guests? Do you 
think any members of Carol's family were rude? 

, 3. Does a "generation gap" exist in your culture? That is, are there 
usually differences between the way young people and their 
parents think? 

B. 
Common 
Problems 

Among 
Youth 

The following are a few examples of situations that might occur between 
young people and their parents in the United States. In pairs or small 
groups discuss these situations and answer the following questions: 

1. How do these problems compare with problems of youth in your 
country? 

2. How would your family deal with these types of problems (if the 
problems exist)? 
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Situation 1:    The son or daughter gets an F in a biology class. 
Situation 2:    The son or daughter is told to return home by midnight 

but does not return until 5:30 the next morning. 

Situation 3:    The son or daughter elopes (secretly runs away to get 
married). 

Situation 4:    The son wants to live with his fiancee before getting 
married (or the daughter with her fiance). 

Situation 5:    The son or daughter has political beliefs very different 
from the parents'. 

Situation 6:    The parents of married daughters and sons try to tell 
their children how to live. 

Follow-up: Do you feel the sex of the child makes a difference in any of the 
situations? If so, which ones? If these problems are not typical in your 
country, what other kinds of family problems might occur? 

c. 
Open 

Role-Play 

Divide into small groups with members of the same culture (if possible).* 

1. First think of common problems that occur between young people 
and their parents in your country. 

2. Choose one problem that illustrates beliefs or values in your 
culture. 

3. Assign roles to group members (i.e., choose someone to play the 
part of the mother, father, son, etc.). Practice the role-play. 

4. Act out the role-play in front of the rest of the class. 

Follow-up: Is the problem you selected to act out a typical one? Could it 
happen in any country? 

D.    The following is a list of common family activities and duties. Who in 
Division    your family would be responsible for these activities? Check whether it 
of Labor    would be the father, the mother, the child, the grandparent (or other 
relatives), or a combination of any of these. 

*If class members are from the same country, choose several different problems 
common in that country. 
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Father      Mother 

Grandparent (or 
other Child       
relative) 

 

Financial support      

Keeping the family accounts      

Shopping for food      

Cooking dinner      

Housekeeping      

Home repairs      

Punishing the children      

Disciplining the children      

Major family decisions:      

Buying a car      

Moving to a new home      

Children's education      

Selecting a spouse for the child      

Vacations      

Divorce      

Discuss: Which, if any, of the familial roles are changing? 

E. 
Cross- 

Cultural 
Questions 

Answer the following questions about your own culture and then dis-
cuss interculrural similarities and differences. 

1. What is your idea of the "ideal family"? Describe the roles of the 
family members and the beliefs that unite the family. 

2. How are children rewarded and punished within the family? 

3. What kinds of activities does your family do together for fun? Are 
these activities done with the nuclear family or with the extended 
family and friends? 

4. Do external factors such as politics, technology, or the media 
affect the way families behave? If so, how? (For example, the 
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average American child watches two to four hours of television a 
day.) 
Is the family unit changing in any way in your country (for 
example, number of children, education level of family members, 
etc.)? 

Cultural Notes 

1. Terms used to address members of the family: 

Nuclear Family: 
Parents: Folks 
Father: Dad, Daddy, Pa, Papa 
Mother: Mom, Mommy, Ma, Mamma 
Children: Kids 

Extended Family 

Grandparents: 

Uncle: 
Aunt: 

Cousins, nephews, nieces: 

Grandmother, Grandma, 
Grandfather, Grandpa 
first name or Uncle + first name 
first name, or Aunt + first name, 
Auntie 
first names used 

2. Other terms for family members (not terms of address): 
In-laws: mother-in-law, father-in-law, brother-in-law, 

sister-in-law "Stepfamilies":     stepparents, 
stepsister, stepbrother, half-brother, 

half-sister 

3. Occasionally children call their parents by their first names. This is 
often the case with stepparents. Parents usually address their children by 
their first names, nicknames, or occasionally by their first and middle 
names. Mothers- and fathers-in-law are often called by their first names 
but are sometimes referred to as "mother" and "father." 

4. If you are attending a family gathering and would like to know what 
the familial relationship is between one member and another, you may 
ask: "How are you related?" 

5. The following are some of the activities that families share in the 
United States. 

Birthdays 

Annual reunions 
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Religious and secular holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, 
Passover, etc.) 
Religious ceremonies (baptism, confirmation, bar/bat mitzvah) 
Weddings 
Wedding anniversaries 
Leisure activities (picnics, camping, dining out, movies) 

6. Marriage: Usually the decision to marry is based on a mutual agree  
ment between the man and the woman. Parents may or may not be asked 
to give their permission. The marriage ceremony may be a simple visit to 
city hall, where marriage vows are exchanged and papers are signed, or it 
can be an elaborate religious/festive celebration. There are numerous 
alternatives to the traditional wedding ceremony. 

Adoption: The practice of adopting children exists for parents who cannot 
have their own children, for parents who decide by choice not to have 
their own children, and for "single parents" (although it is difficult for 
single parents to adopt children). This practice is not considered unusual 
or negative in the American culture. 

Separation: Couples who do not wish to get divorced may decide by 
mutual agreement to separate; in this case, they are still legally married. 
Couples who have filed for divorce are separated until the divorce is 
finalized. 

Divorce  Divorces can be obtained easily in most American states. Either :
husbands or wives can apply for divorce. Bases for divorce can be as 
diverse as mutual agreement of "incompatibility" to accusations of 
brutal treatment. There is usually a minimal waiting time for remarriage. 
Child support payments, alimony, and the division of property are 
usually arranged by the courts or by mutual agreement between the 
husband and wife. 

7. Some institutions in society are changing in order to help the family 
maintain close bonds. In some jobs pregnant women have "maternity 
leave" allowing them up to six months off the job with pay. Recently 
some jobs have been granting short "paternity leave" to men whose 
wives have delivered babies. In this way the man can take care of the 
house and child as the woman is recovering from delivery. 

Supplementary Vocabulary and Phrases  
matriarchal juvenile 
patriarchal family income 
offspring lower-class family 
puberty middle-class family 
adolescence upper-class family 

ancestors 
aged 
family tree 
marriage license 
bride/groom 


